Call for Applications
Japanese Government (MEXT) Scholarship — Priority Placement Special Program

April 2027 Enrollment

The Graduate School of Medical and Dental Sciences at Kagoshima University has been selected for
the Japanese Government (MEXT) Scholarship Priority Placement Special Program beginning in
April 2026 under the project:

“Global Leader Training Program for Infectious Disease Research”

We are now inviting applications from outstanding international students who wish to newly come to
Japan and enroll in the doctoral program of our graduate school.

This program particularly welcomes applicants from Southeast Asia.

Program Summary

Pandemics of infectious diseases have profound impacts on both health and the economy. To address
these challenges, international collaboration and long-term human resource development are essential.
This program aims to cultivate researchers who will become international leaders in infectious disease

control in Southeast Asian countries.

Purpose of the Program

Pandemics of infectious diseases pose a major global threat, affecting not only health but also
economic stability and social well-being. With increasing international movement, infectious diseases
spread easily across borders, making global cooperation essential. The emergence of new pathogens
is also anticipated, and fostering leaders capable of responding with a global, long-term perspective is
an urgent priority.

Major infectious diseases such as HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria continue to severely impact
the Global South and parts of Asia, including rural China, claiming over 2.5 million lives annually.
Infectious diseases are closely linked with poverty, and breaking this cycle is vital for achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Responses to neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) remain
insufficient, while tropical and subtropical regions—including Southeast Asia and southern China—
face recurring outbreaks of emerging viral infections such as dengue, Zika, and avian influenza.
Kagoshima University has long been a world-leading center for HTLV-1 research, having first
identified HTLV-1-associated myelopathy (HAM), and has recently expanded its work in hepatitis
virus research. The AIDS Research Center at Kumamoto University is Asia’s only specialized HIV
research institute and has led global studies on HIV pathogenesis.

In 2018, the two universities integrated their complementary strengths to form Japan’s first inter-



university Joint Research Center for Human Retrovirology, establishing a comprehensive system from
basic research to clinical application and promoting international researcher development.

Building on these resources, the university established the Global Leader Development Program
for Infectious Disease Research to train future leaders from Asian countries and the Global South.
Focusing on viral infectious diseases—such as emerging and re-emerging infections, HIV, HTLV-1,
and viral hepatitis—the program provides systematic research and clinical training.

Through doctoral-level education, participants will acquire the ability to independently conduct
infectious disease research in their home countries and contribute to global networks for disease
control. The program aims to nurture professionals who can take leadership roles in international

public health.

Research Content
The control of infectious diseases on a global scale is one of the most critical challenges facing modern
society. Emerging infections such as SARS-CoV-2 and re-emerging infections such as HIV and HTLV-
1 require urgent attention in both academic research and social implementation.
Centered around the Joint Research Center for Human Retrovirology, our graduate school has
established a strong international record in virology, immunology, and epidemiology, supported by
advanced research infrastructures for emerging and re-emerging viral infections.
1. Research on Viral Infectious Diseases
Cooperative Course in Human Retrovirology
¢ Division of Neuroimmunology
Advanced research guidance on viral neurological diseases, including HTLV-1-associated
myelopathy (HAM).
¢ Division of HTLV-1/ATL Pathogenesis and Control
Translational research on virus-induced oncogenesis and immunotherapy development.
¢ Division of Antiviral Therapy / Division of Viral Information Technology
Development of therapeutic strategies for emerging infectious diseases including SARS-CoV-
2.
o Department of Human Environmental Sciences (Epidemiology & Preventive Medicine)
Epidemiology and field research focusing on regional characteristics of viral infections.
¢ Department of Hematology and Collagen Diseases
Specialized clinical research training on viral diseases.
e Department of Cardiovascular & Respiratory Medicine (Vascular and Metabolic
Pathophysiology)

Clinical research guidance including HIV infection studies.



2. Research on Bacterial Infectious Diseases
o Department of Infection and Immunity (Microbiology)
Molecular studies on pathogenic mechanisms of emerging bacterial infections and NTDs.
o Department of Infection and Immunity (Immunology)

Education and research on immune mechanisms shared by bacterial and viral infections.

Representative Research Themes
e  Mechanisms of SARS-CoV-2 infection and strategies for variant control
e Pathogenesis and immune regulation in HTLV-1-related neurological diseases and
oncogenesis
e Immune evasion in chronic infections by HIV and hepatitis B/C viruses
e Viral epidemiology and community-based strategies for NTDs

¢ Immune recognition and evasion mechanisms in Mycobacterium tuberculosis

Program Information
Item Details
Enrollment Period April 2027

Number of Students

Admitted

August 17, 2026 — September 18, 2026 (Application must arrive no later
Application Period

than September 18, 2026)
Eligibility

Applicants must satisfy all requirements of the MEXT Scholarship and the admission requirements of
the Graduate School of Medical and Dental Sciences, Kagoshima University.
1. Academic Background
Applicants must meet one of the following qualification requirements:
e Qraduates of 6-year programs in medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, or veterinary medicine
e Applicants who completed 18 years of formal education abroad in relevant fields
e Applicants recognized by MEXT or the graduate school as having equivalent academic ability
e Applicants qualifying under preliminary qualification examination requirements

Additional detailed eligibility conditions apply.

2. Nationality

Applicants must have the nationality of a country that has diplomatic relations with Japan.



Applicants with Japanese nationality are not eligible. However, dual nationals who reside outside
Japan at the time of application may apply if they renounce Japanese nationality before arriving in

Japan.

3. Age Requirement
Applicants must, in principle, have been born on or after:
o April 2, 1992 (Research Students)

Exceptions may be considered only in special circumstances recognized by MEXT.

4. Academic Excellence Requirement
Applicants must have a GPA of 2.30 or higher in their previous degree program and must maintain

this academic standard throughout the scholarship period.

5. Language Proficiency
Applicants must satisfy at least one of the language proficiency requirements specified by MEXT and

the university.

6. Application Guidelines
April 2027 Enrollment

Application Period
August 17, 2026 — September 18, 2026

(All application documents must arrive no later than September 18, 2026.)

Required Documents

1. Curriculum Vitae (CV)
* Free format
* Applicants must indicate their GPA and the grading scale used by their institution (e.g., 4.0
scale, 5.0 scale).

2. Official Academic Transcript

3. Research Achievements
* Publications
* Conference presentations
* Research experience and accomplishments
* Other relevant academic achievements

4. Current Field of Research and Proposed Research Plan



* Free format

* Applicants must indicate their preferred host laboratories, including first and second choices.
5. Statement of Purpose

* Free format

6. Any Other Documents Required by the Graduate School

Selection Process

The selection process consists of two stages.

Stage 1: Preliminary Screening by Kagoshima University
Applications will be evaluated comprehensively based on the following criteria:
e  Academic performance
e  Research achievements and research capability
e  Feasibility and relevance of the proposed research plan
e Alignment with the objectives of the program
e  Potential contribution to the field of infectious disease research
Based on this evaluation, approximately three candidates will be selected as nominees for the MEXT

Scholarship Priority Placement Special Program.

Stage 2: Submission of MEXT Application Documents

Candidates who pass the preliminary screening will be requested to submit the official MEXT
scholarship application documents.

The MEXT application forms for April 2027 enrollment are expected to become available around
December 2026.

After document verification and review by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and

Technology (MEXT), the final scholarship recipients will be officially determined.

Important Notes

e Applicants are not required to submit MEXT application forms at the time of the initial
application to Kagoshima University.

e  Only candidates selected through the preliminary screening will be invited to submit MEXT
application documents.

e  Unless otherwise specified, all application documents may be prepared in any format.

e  Applicants under specific qualification categories may be required to undergo a Preliminary
Qualification Examination.

¢  Only complete applications received by the deadline will be accepted.



Contact

For inquiries regarding the application procedure, eligibility, or research supervision, please contact:
Joint Research Center for Human Retrovirus Infection,

Kagoshima University

8-35-1 Sakuragaoka, Kagoshima 890-8544, Japan

Tel: +81-99-275-6657

Fax: +81-99-275-6656

E-mail: snakahata@kufm.kagoshima-u.ac.jp

Official Website:

https://www2.kufm.kagoshima-u.ac.jp/en/




